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MOSQUITO SPRAYING STATEMENT

The most effective and long term control of mosquitoes is through the reduction of standing water (breeding sites) and chemical treatment of standing water that cannot be eliminated.  Mosquito spraying is a somewhat effective last resort to provide some short term reduction in numbers of mosquitoes. Historically, routine and frequent spraying to reduce a mosquito nuisance was an accepted practice and widely utilized. However, backed by good science, governmental agencies that regulate outdoor pesticide application now strongly discourage mosquito spraying EXCEPT when the virus for mosquito borne illness is discovered in mosquitoes. In instances where the West Nile virus is detected, limited spraying is recommended at that location and in the near vicinity.
With mounting regulatory pressure to spray only for the control of mosquito borne illness, the reduction of mosquito breeding opportunities and personal protection (DEET based repellants, proper clothing, staying indoors, etc.) are the most effective means of mosquito avoidance.  Therefore, mosquito spraying will be almost entirely a response to the West Nile virus appearing in the vicinity of Addison.
For further information on mosquito spraying or the Town’s policy on this matter, please call 972-450-2821 or 2822.
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