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A Note from City Manager Ron Whitehead 
 

Cotton Belt Comments 
 
The Cotton Belt Rail Line has been one of the projects we have been pursuing for many years and I know a lot of people 
in Addison have participated in the public hearings in the past.  DART is seeking input on the Cotton Belt Line and has 
conducted a number of public meetings on the subject.  There is an opportunity for people to go on line and tell them 
about the importance and need for the line in Addison.  You can go on line at 
http://www.dart.org/cottonbelt/commentform.asp and express your opinion on this very important project.   
 
The Cotton Belt goes from Wiley to downtown Fort Worth and would allow for a connection to DFW Airport at sometime in 
the future.  The 54-mile line is one of the longest rail corridors available for development in the country and DART already 
owns the tracks and the rights of way.  The other great opportunity is for the line to connect Addison with the Green Line 
in Carrollton and the Red Line in Richardson.  This would give us access to downtown Dallas, the Zoo, Fair Park, and 
truly the region at large.  
 
 The technology has advanced to allow a diesel electric car that is indistinguishable from a light rail car in appearance but 
doesnôt require all of the cantilevered electrical system above the tracks and it cost significantly less than light rail.  The 
new technology is more appropriate for a line that is 54-miles long and doesnôt make as frequent stops. 
 
Addison already has over 11,000,000 square feet of office space, 22 hotels and a couple of million square feet of retail 
and we built Addison Circle to be a transit oriented development.  Many cities speak of the development that will come if 
they get a stop along the Cotton Belt, but we already have the development and a DART transit stop. We are just waiting 
on the rail component.   
 
I hope you will take the time to let DART know your thoughts about the Cotton Belt.  Monday is the last day to submit your 
comments but it is easy to go on line and share your thoughts today. 
 

Joe and Chi Chi Jump Out of a Perfectly Good Airplane 
 
Addison Mayor Joe Chow and his wife Chi Chi Chow took to the air Friday, August 27 to support the U.S. Armyôs Golden 
Knights by parachuting from about 13,500 ft to a graceful and picture perfect landing on the playing fields at Greenhill 
School. 
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A Note from Police Chief Ron Davis 
 

Project Lifesaver ï Bringing Loved Ones Home 
Article by Patty Frederick 
 
Currently 1100 law enforcement agencies including the Police Department of Addison, Texas participate in the Project Lifesaver 
Program. 
 
The primary mission of Project Lifesaver is to provide timely response to save lives and reduce potential injury for adults and children 
who wander due to Alzheimerôs disease, autism, down syndrome, dementia or other cognitive disorders.  The task of searching for 
wandering or lost individuals with these or other related conditions is a growing and serious responsibility. 
 
Citizens enrolled in Project Lifesaver wear a small transmitter on the wrist or ankle that emits an individualized tracking signal.  If an 
enrolled client goes missing, the caregiver notifies their local Project Lifesaver agency (the Addison Police Department) and a trained 
emergency team responds to the wandererôs area.  Most who wander are found within a few miles of home, and search times have 
been reduced from hours and days to minutes.  Recovery times for Project Lifesaver clients average 30 minutes ï 95% less time than 
standard operations. 
 
Project Lifesaver was born out of the need to put an end to the tragedies of the missing and wandering.  Together we can become a 
part of an extraordinary success story in providing protection to those who need it most. 
 
Potential clients enroll in the program by contacting Senior Adult Services at 972-242-4464.  For more information, contact Lt. Robert 
Mahoney of Addison Police Department at 972-450-7146 or e-mail rmahoney@addisontx.gov. 
 
Click on this link to read a related news article out of Virginia. 
http://www.nbc-2.com/Global/story.asp?S=12777066 
 
More info 
www.projectlifesaver.org or visit Project Lifesaver International on Facebook 
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Weekly Feature 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Addison Arbor Foundation 

Article by Samit J. Patel, RLA 
 
 

 
 
The construction of the basic garden has been completed.  Plots have been assigned and gardeners have started 
planting.  In some gardens, plants have already started emerging from seeds!  We are now starting on the vertical 
structures for the garden.  There will be a utility shed with a solid covered canopy near the front of the garden, and a 
gazebo at the center of the garden.  Final color selections for the structures have been made and we are now awaiting 
fabrication and delivery.  This will be about 6 weeks.  We intentionally held off on these items to concentrate on getting the 
garden completed in time for the fall planting season. 
 
Our volunteer force has been outstanding.  Everyone was able to contribute in their best capacities, and the group was 
able to work very efficiently.  So efficiently in fact that the garden was actually completed 3 weeks ahead of schedule.  We 
also got a big boost from a volunteer group of school teachers and staff from the Winston School in Dallas.  They brought 
close to 50 people for a half day and worked with nearly the same enthusiasm and emotion that our group worked.  This 
helped us move significantly further along. 
 
We plan to have an official opening event on September 18th prior to the start of the Arbor Foundation's fall education 
event. 
 
 
 

Texas Wranglers/Dallas Cowboys/Boys Scouts/UBL Season 
Passes 
 
Addisonôs own Texas Wranglers semi-pro basketball team is ready to start up their 2010 schedule.  The Wranglerôs 
regularly play at Greenhill School.  Check out their website for specific game locations and times. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


