Hosting a Successful National Night Out Suggestions

Advantages to participating in a National Night Out (NNO) neighborhood party
· Get to know your neighbors in a social context

· By knowing your neighbors, you’ll recognize “new” people

· Promote safety of children – they will know where to turn for help in an emergency

· Promote a sense of community and a sense of well being
Form an NNO Team and hold a brainstorming meeting
·  Divide up responsibilities

· Head Honcho – sends out invitations, arranges publicity, and answers questions.
· Hot Dog – organizes food and refreshments

· Logistical Engineer – arranges for tables and people to set them up

· Activities Director – organizes games, get acquainted activities, etc.

· Clean Sweep Coordinator – recruits for and organizes clean-up 
· Talk about Food, Glorious Food!  What do you want to do?
· Purchase food and beverages and charge attendees a flat fee?
· Plan a menu and assign recipes?

· Use the pot luck approach with each household bringing a main course and providing beverages for their own family?
· Think about Activities

· Who will be there?  Children, young adults, mature adults – have something for everyone.

· Arrange for visits by the Police and Fire Departments

· Provide name tags – very important!  This is a get-acquainted party!

· Silly games – again – think about the ages.  Some silly games are a perfect way to get some cross-generational connections.

· What do people need to bring?  (Lawn chairs? Frisbees? Paper goods?  Beverages?)

· What about barricades – will town provide them?  Yes, please call 972-450-2871
Deliver invitations  
· Of course you can send them out, but a personal invitation is often best.  
· Go door-to-door.  
· Ask neighbors to ask neighbors to ask neighbors…

One Week Before

· Talk it up!  Put up signs.  Call people.  Ask your neighbors to call their neighbors.

· Confirm arrangements with police and fire departments (CALL:  972-450-7100). 

· Confirm arrangements for barricades, entertainment, food, refreshments, tables and any other equipment.

Suggested Activities

· Contests:  dance, karaoke, hula hoops, volley ball, beach ball toss?  

· Theme?  

· Parade?  

· Games?  

· Bounce house?  

· Balloon sculptures?  

· Face painting?
Don't Forget...

· Nametags - they are VERY helpful in learning and remembering names.  

· NOTE:  Assign someone who writes BIG and LEGIBLE to make the nametags 

· A bullhorn if there will be organized contests and activities. 

· Tubs with ice for chilling beverages. 

· Coolers for storing perishable foods. 

· Have fun!

· Clean up when you're done!

